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INTRODUCTION

Baku State University (BSU),
the largest and oldest
university in Azerbaijan, is
dedicated to promoting quality
education and inclusivity. The
university provides extensive
resources, including libraries,
TV studios, museums, and
research centers. BSU
collaborates  with  various
academic institutions,

fostering intellectual exchange

and knowledge dissemination. The university also engages in volunteerism and

outreach activities, contributing to the community. However, there is a need for

executive education programs. BSU upholds policies against discrimination and

promotes equality,

ensuring accessibility to all, regardless of individual

characteristics. In summary, BSU plays a significant role in advancing Sustainable

Development Goal 4 in Azerbaijan.
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Republic of Azerbaijan
dated June 8, 2023, and
the corresponding order of the Chairperson of the Management Board of the

Education Quality Assurance Agency (TKTA).

Additionally, the Independent Agency for Quality Assurance in Education
(IQAA) accredited 6 graduate programmes (Inorganic Chemistry, Physical
Chemistry, Analytical Chemistry, Organic Chemistry, Chemistry of High Molecular
Compounds, Petrochemistry) of Baku State University. According to the decision of
the Accreditation Council of the Ministry of Science and Education of the Republic
of Azerbaijan dated September 20, 2023, and the corresponding order of the
Chairman of the Management Board of the Agency for Quality Assurance in
Education, the results of international program accreditations were officially

recognized for state accreditation.
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060504 - Physical Chemistry

060504 - Inorganic Chemistry
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29 March 2021 - 28 March 2026
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Quality Assurance Center,

including two Units (Monitoring,
Analyze and Accreditation Unit and
Training, Methodological Support and
Development Unit), were established with
the decision of Scientific Council in July,
2023, and the respective Center s
responsible for two directions:

enhancement (providing training and

methodological support for academic and
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administrative staff regarding quality assurance) and accountability (monitoring,

and organizing local (institutional and programme accreditation) and international

(programme accreditation) accreditation with the coordination of the respective

structures and faculties.
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SDG 4. QUALITY EDUCATION

As being the oldest and biggest university of the country BSU has a lot of facilities
in different areas such as libraries, own TV and Radio studio, laboratories, museums
etc. Scientific library of Baku State University is one of the rich university libraries
of the republic which is the cultural and spiritual center of students and professors,
exchanges information both with republican higher school libraries and with 49

universities and international publishing houses of 21 countries.
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The University also has TV channel providing
different type of programs for everyone. It
operates in 3 languages: Azerbaijani, English, and

Russian.

Five museums are functioning at Baku State

University (BSU). Museums of BSU play an important role in the public life of the

University, as well as in teaching and research activities.

HEYDAR ALIYEV MUSEUM
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Scientific-research centers and laboratories provides free access not only to
BSU students and staff, but also to all highly-qualified researchers and talented

students of the country.
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The University on its website provides online access to some textbooks
published by the university faculties. To expand access to printed copies of some
textbooks and books written by university teachers, they are available at the

National Library of Azerbaijan.

A significant number of distinguished professors and academics from the
country are part of the faculty at BSU. The university regularly organizes a wide
range of lectures, master classes, and educational events in addition to its regular
curriculum, primarily for its students. Additionally, the university occasionally hosts
public events, including master classes, conferences, debate clubs, and intellectual
competitions. These ad-hoc public events serve as platforms for the exchange of
ideas, knowledge dissemination, and intellectual discourse, benefitting both the

university and the wider public.

Baku State University (BSU) has arranged professional development programs
aimed at enhancing teaching quality, unlocking the potential of its academic staff,
engaging the younger generation in the teaching, and learning processes, and
mastering cutting-edge scientific and methodological approaches, aligning with its

strategic development plan.

Unfortunately, there are not any _executive education programmes - short
courses or vocational training for people who are not attending the university. The
volunteering movement at Baku State University (BSU) is expanding year by year.
The "BSU Volunteers" organization, which has been operating since 2019, currently
unites around 1000 student volunteers. Since 2020, the organization has

implemented several successful projects, expanded the volunteering movement at
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BSU, and actively participated in the organization of social and cultural-mass events

together with student organizations. ey o

Faculty and students from Baku State University organized a sequence of

lectures for students at the "Young talents" lyceum, focusing on subjects connected
to sustainable development goals. The topics that garnered the most attention
included lectures on bioeconomy, sustainable economic growth, and "career

planning in the face of the new challenges of the century."

The University closely cooperates not only with its lyceum and college, but

also with other public schools.

In accordance with our Anti-harassment and Anti-discrimination policy, as well

as our Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion Policy, we are committed to ensuring that
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all educational activities are available to every individual, without any
discrimination based on factors such as ethnicity, religion, disability, immigration
status, or gender. We firmly believe that all our programs and events should be

accessible and open to everyone, regardless of any distinguishing characteristics.

As a university, our primary objective is to uphold the principles of equal rights
and inclusiveness. We provide resources, opportunities, and recognition to every
member of our diverse community, ensuring that they have an equitable chance to
pursue education, engage in activities, and thrive in an environment that respects

and values the individuality of each person.

Academic performance of academic staff is evaluated on frequently basis with
the respective Monitoring Committee with the set criteria. Additionally,
Performance of different structures, faculties and departments are assessed
considering their responsibilities set by Strategic Plan and legislation alignment by
Quality Assurance Center. Career Unit collects data frequently from Alumni and
employability ratio is analyzing. Questionnaires among different stakeholders
(students, academic staff, administrative staff, alumni, labor market etc.) are

conducted by Quality Assurance Center.

12 dual degree programs are being conducted with the cooperation of
different Universities from USA, Israil, Kazakhstan, Turkey etc. This facilitates to
update teaching materials, curriculum and syllabi considering international
practices. Additionally, academic staff updates syllabi and their content by taking

changing labor market demand into consideration.
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KEY FINDINGS

The key findings from the provided information about Baku State University (BSU)
in the context of its commitment to Quality Education and Sustainable

Development Goal 4 include:
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In summary, Baku State University's commitment to quality education is evident

through its extensive resources, international collaboration, educational outreach,
and inclusive policies. However, there is room for improvement in terms of offering

executive education programs to further expand its educational impact.
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To further enhance its commitment to quality education and contribute to
Sustainable Development Goal 4, Baku State University (BSU) can consider the

following future steps:

By taking these future steps, Baku State University can continue to improve the
quality of education it provides and contribute to the broader goals of sustainable

development and inclusivity.
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