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Description:

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Committee

Overview

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Committee at Baku State University (BSU) is dedicated to
advancing sustainability initiatives and integrating the UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals into the
university’s academic, research, and operational activities. The committee serves as a platform for
collaboration among faculty, students, and external partners to promote sustainability and drive impactful
change.

Mission and Objectives
The SDG Committee aims to:

Foster awareness and engagement with the SDGs across the BSU community.

Incorporate sustainability principles into teaching, research, and campus operations.

Establish partnerships with national and international organizations to support SDG-related
initiatives.

Monitor and report on the university’s progress in achieving the SDGs.

Organize events, workshops, and projects that promote sustainable practices and social
responsibility.

Key Focus Areas
The SDG Committee prioritizes initiatives that align with the university’s strategic goals, including:

Quality Education (SDG 4): Enhancing educational programs to include sustainability themes.
Climate Action (SDG 13): Reducing the university’s environmental footprint through green
campus initiatives.

Partnerships for the Goals (SDG 17): Strengthening collaborations with local and global
institutions.

Gender Equality (SDG 5): Promoting inclusivity and equal opportunities within the academic
environment.

Innovation and Infrastructure (SDG 9): Supporting research and technological advancements
that contribute to sustainable development.

Committee Structure

The SDG Committee consists of representatives from various university departments, including faculty
members, administrative staff, and student organizations. The committee is led by a chairperson and
operates through specialized working groups focused on specific SDGs.

Members of the Committee from Senior Leadership:

1.

e

Rector

Vice Rector for Educational Technologies

Vice Rector for Science and Innovation

Vice Rector for Social Issues and Works with Students
Advisor to the Rector on Quality Assurance

Recent Initiatives

Green Campus Project: Implementation of waste management and energy efficiency measures.
SDG Awareness Campaigns: Educational sessions, conferences, and workshops on sustainability
topics.
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e Sustainability Research Grants: Funding support for faculty and student-led sustainability

research.

e Community Engagement Programs: Collaborative projects with local NGOs and governmental
organizations to address social and environmental challenges.
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Sustainability Office
Sustainability Office (Baku State University) The Sustainability
Office at Baku State University (BSU) is the university’s dedicated
operational unit responsible for the practical implementation and
coordination of sustainability and Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG)-related activities across the institution. It is staffed by full-
time employees who are responsible for ensuring continuous
execution of sustainability initiatives, data management, and
institutional reporting. The Office serves as the central coordination
point between academic departments, administrative units, and
external stakeholders to embed sustainability into all areas of
university operations. The core responsibilities of the Sustainability
Office include the day-to-day management of sustainability
programs, coordination of SDG-related projects, monitoring and
analysis of institutional sustainability performance indicators (such
as energy, water, waste, and emissions), and preparation of
sustainability reports for internal governance and international
reporting frameworks. In addition, the Office is responsible for

implementing the university’s annual sustainability work plan, which includes climate action activities,
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resource efficiency initiatives, awareness-raising campaigns, capacity-building sessions, and stakeholder
engagement events. It also supports the integration of sustainability principles into institutional processes,
communication platforms, and partnership activities. Through its continuous operational work and full-
time staffing structure, the Sustainability Office ensures the effective implementation and long-term
institutionalization of BSU’s sustainability agenda.

Get Involved

The SDG Committee and Office welcomes participation from students, faculty, and staff who are passionate
about sustainability and social impact. Members can contribute by joining working groups, proposing
initiatives, or volunteering for ongoing projects.
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At Baku State University, sustainability is coordinated through the Quality Assurance Center, a dedicated
institutional unit responsible for promoting and integrating sustainable development principles across the
university’s academic, research, and administrative activities. The Center operates as a multidisciplinary
platform that connects researchers, students, policymakers, and community stakeholders to support the
implementation of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. The Center plays a strategic role in
aligning university policies and initiatives with the global sustainable development agenda and in
strengthening the university’s contribution to national and international sustainability efforts.

[\ L sszrawsow

BSU's commitment to the SDGs

Staffing

The unit responsible for coordinating sustainability initiatives at the university consists of 14 dedicated
staff members, including researchers, coordinators, and administrative personnel who work
collaboratively to design, implement, and monitor sustainability-related activities.
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Vision

The vision of the Quality Assurance Center is to
position Baku State University as a leading academic
institution contributing actively to the achievement
of the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030.
Mission

The mission of the Center includes:

e Providing evidence-based policy
recommendations that support sustainable
development at national and regional levels.

e Monitoring and assessing progress toward
the achievement of the SDGs through
independent academic research.

o Integrating sustainability principles into

university education, research agendas, and institutional olicies.
o Facilitating dialogue and cooperation between academia, government institutions, international

organizations, and civil society.
T
“
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Core Functions and Activities
The Quality Assurance Center coordinates a wide range
of sustainability-related initiatives on campus, including:

e Conducting interdisciplinary research related
to environmental, social, and economic
dimensions of sustainable development.

e Organizing international and national
conferences, workshops, and seminars focused
on sustainability challenges and solutions.

o Publishing analytical reports, policy briefs,
and academic publications related to SDGs
implementation.

e Supporting capacity-building programs and training for students, academic staff, policymakers,
and practitioners.

o Promoting research collaboration and
partnerships with national and international
universities, research institutions, and
development organizations.

o Encouraging student engagement and
volunteer initiatives related to sustainability and
social responsibility.

o Facilitating the exchange of research findings
and best practices among academic and policy
communities.
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Additional evidence link:

The Quality Assurance Policy page of Baku State University describes how the university ensures
and improves the quality of its education and services. It explains that the policy is based on
international standards and aims to create a strong culture of continuous improvement through
regular monitoring, evaluation, and development of academic and administrative processes. The
main goal is to enhance the quality of teaching, research, and student services, while also improving
the university’s competitiveness and international reputation. Enter to the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/quality-assurance-policy

The University Policies page of Baku State University within its Sustainable Development Goals
section presents the main policies guiding the university’s work in sustainability, ethics,
governance, and student support. It includes policies on accommodation, anti-harassment and anti-
discrimination, climate action, sustainable investment and procurement, equality and inclusion,
health and safety, quality assurance, disability support, and other areas related to responsible and
inclusive campus management. Enter to the link:

https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/university-policies

The SDG Reports page presents a series of reports that show how the university is contributing to
the Sustainable Development Goals. It includes individual reports for all 17 SDGs, such as No
Poverty, Quality Education, Climate Action, and Gender Equality, each summarizing BSU’s
activities and progress in that area. Enter to the link:

https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/sdg-reports

The Climate Action Plan page explains BSU’s strategy for addressing climate change and reducing
its environmental impact. It outlines the university’s goal to become carbon neutral by 2030 and
describes actions to cut greenhouse gas emissions, improve energy efficiency, use more renewable
energy, and involve students and staff in sustainability efforts. The plan focuses on reducing
emissions from buildings and operations, modernizing infrastructure, promoting waste reduction
(Recycle, Reuse, Reduce), and tracking progress through ongoing reporting. Enter to the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/climate-action-plan

The page explains how BSU supports a student-centered and student-led campus by encouraging
students to create and join unions and clubs based on their interests and values. Students can
participate in governance, with some union leaders representing students at university decision-
making bodies. BSU also collects student feedback and forms oversight groups during exams to
support fairness and transparency. Enter to the link:

https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/student-unions-and-clubs

The Governance page of Baku State University explains the university’s management and decision-
making structure. It highlights governing bodies, leadership roles, and policies that ensure
transparency, accountability, and ethical administration.

Enter to the link:

https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/governance
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The page shows BSU’s participation in major international university rankings such as QS
Sustainability, Times Higher Education Impact Rankings, and Ul Green Metric. It also
highlights the university’s memberships in global networks like AASHE, ISCN, GUNI, CANIE,
and WAITRO, which support sustainability, innovation, and international cooperation. These
rankings and memberships demonstrate BSU’s commitment to improving its global academic
position and advancing the Sustainable Development Goals through collaboration and performance
tracking. Enter to the link

https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/rankings-and-memberships

It includes separate sections for each SDG (from SDG 1 to SDG 17), showing research articles,
studies, and projects that address global challenges such as poverty, education, health, climate
action, and inequality. Overall, the page highlights BSU’s contribution to solving social, economic,
and environmental issues through academic research and innovation. Enter to the link
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/research

Baku State University implements initiatives to reduce food waste through awareness campaigns,
responsible consumption practices, and sustainable waste management systems on campus. For
more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/sustainable-food-waste-management-at-baku-state-university

A round table discussion focused on identifying key actors responsible for ensuring ecological
sustainability and promoting environmental accountability. For more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/round-table-on-who-is-the-ensurer-of-ecological

BSU has introduced compulsory yearly training to educate students and staff on social
sustainability, ethics, and community responsibility. For more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/baku-state-university-introduces-mandatory-annual-training-on-social-

sustainability

The university promotes interdisciplinary research to address complex global challenges, especially
those related to sustainable development. For more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/interdisciplinary-research

Baku State University runs a required program that integrates Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) into education, raising awareness and engagement among students. For more information
click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/baku-state-universitys-mandatory-programme-on-sdgs-and-social-

sustainability

Baku State University actively participates in global collaborations to develop and share best
practices for implementing SDGs. For more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/baku-state-university-leads-international-efforts-to-develop-best-

practices-for-sustainable-development-goals
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°

The university supports community development and poverty reduction by linking education with
real-world social challenges. For more information click the link:
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https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/bridging-education-and-community-development-the-universitys-
role-in-promoting-sustainability-and-addressing-poverty

+»+ The rector participated in an international congress, highlighting BSU’s role in sustainability and
global academic cooperation. For more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/bsu-rector-speaks-at-panel-discussion-of-global-sustainable-
development-congress-internationalization

¢ Dedicated mandatory training programs focus on environmental protection and sustainable
practices for both staff and students. For more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/dedicated-mandatory-training-on-environmental-sustainability-for-
staff-and-students

¢+ Baku State University organizes outreach programs to promote sustainability awareness beyond
the university community. For more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/bsu-outreach-activities-on-sustainable-development

¢ A lecture emphasized the role of scientists and engineers in advancing environmental sustainability
and innovation.
For more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/lecture-on-scientists-and-engineers-contribution-to-enhancing-the-
sustainability-of-our-planet-at-bsu.

¢ Baku State University shared its sustainability practices and achievements at an international
sustainable development congress. For more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/bsu-experience-discussed-at-the-global-sustainable-development-
congress

¢ Discussion highlighted how scientific innovation and biotechnology contribute to ecological
balance and sustainability.For more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/a-roundtable-discussion-titled-scientific-innovation-and-
biotechnology-new-perspectives-in-ensuring-ecological-balance-sustainability-was-held-at-baku-state-
university-(bsu)

% Baku State University participated in a global conference in Bangkok, exchanging knowledge on
sustainable management practices.For more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/8th-international-conference-on-sustainable-management-(icsm)-held-

in-hybrid-format-in-bangkok,-thailand

« BSU’s sustainability performance is evaluated through international rankings, reflecting its
commitment to SDGs. For more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/qgs-sustainability

¢ The university is expanding systems to monitor and reduce carbon emissions across campus. For
more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/baku-state-university-advances-sustainability-expands-low-carbon-
energy-monitoring-across-campus
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A student organization actively promotes sustainability initiatives and environmental awareness.
For more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/student-led-sustainability-society--baku-state-university

s BSU supports biodiversity conservation through research, education, and environmental
initiatives.For more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/sustainability-and-biodiversity

¢ The university integrates green education with youth-led sustainability projects, presented on
international platforms. For more information click the link:
https://sdg.bsu.edu.az/news/integration-of-green-education-and-youth-sustainability-initiatives-at-
bsu-presented-on-an-international-platform
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