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INTRODUCTION

Baku State University (BSU) adopts a
strategic, inclusive, and socially responsible
approach toward advancing Sustainable
Development Goal 1 — No Poverty within the
POVERTY framework of the United Nations’ sustainable
development agenda. Recognizing that poverty
remains one of the most significant global

challenges affecting social stability, economic

development, and equal access to opportunities, the university positions higher
education as a powerful instrument for breaking the cycle of poverty and promoting
sustainable human development. By ensuring equitable access to quality education,
fostering inclusive policies, and strengthening community engagement, BSU
contributes to national and global efforts aimed at reducing poverty and improving

social well-being.

Access to higher education is widely acknowledged as a key driver of social
mobility and economic empowerment. In this context, BSU implements a
comprehensive system of financial and institutional support designed to eliminate
economic barriers that may prevent talented individuals from pursuing university
studies. These mechanisms include state-funded scholarships, merit- and need-based
financial aid, tuition waivers, and subsidized student housing. Through these
measures, the university ensures that students from low-income families, rural areas,
and socially vulnerable groups are provided with equal opportunities to access and

successfully complete higher education. By prioritizing inclusivity and affordability,
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BSU helps create an academic environment where students can focus on their

intellectual and professional development without the burden of financial hardship.

Beyond direct financial support, BSU integrates poverty reduction
perspectives into its academic and research activities. The university actively
encourages its academic staff and researchers to investigate socio-economic
inequalities, develop innovative policy recommendations, and contribute to
evidence-based strategies aimed at reducing poverty. Faculty members engage in
interdisciplinary research addressing issues such as income inequality, regional
development, labor market challenges, and social protection systems. Through
partnerships with government institutions, civil society organizations, and
international bodies, BSU scholars contribute their expertise to initiatives designed
to promote inclusive growth and sustainable development both within Azerbaijan

and in the broader international context.

BSU also recognizes that universities play an essential role not only as
educational institutions but also as agents of social transformation. Through
community outreach programs, public lectures, training workshops, and knowledge-
sharing platforms, the university actively extends its expertise beyond the academic
environment. These initiatives aim to equip local communities, young professionals,
and vulnerable groups with practical skills, entrepreneurial knowledge, and
educational opportunities that enhance employability and economic resilience. By
strengthening the link between academic knowledge and real-world societal needs,
BSU helps foster a culture of empowerment, innovation, and sustainable

development.
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Furthermore, the university promotes a holistic institutional culture that
supports social inclusion, equal opportunity, and responsible citizenship. Student-
led initiatives, volunteer activities, and collaborative projects encourage active
participation in addressing social challenges, including poverty and inequality. Such
engagement allows students to develop leadership skills, social awareness, and a
strong commitment to community service while contributing to meaningful social

impact.

Through the integration of inclusive education policies, research-driven
solutions, and active social engagement, BSU contributes to long-term efforts aimed
at poverty alleviation and sustainable development. By empowering individuals
through knowledge, expanding opportunities for disadvantaged groups, and
supporting evidence-based policy development, the university reinforces its

commitment to advancing global sustainability goals.

In this way, BSU not only supports the academic success and well-being of its
students but also plays a significant role in promoting social equity, economic
inclusion, and sustainable societal progress in alignment with the principles and

objectives of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals.

NO POVERTY (SDG 1)

Baku State University (BSU) is a state university in Azerbaijan, and in
addition to paid education, there are also seats which are allocated under the state
order. These state-funded places are provided within the national higher education

admission system and represent an important mechanism for ensuring equitable
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access to university education. Such seats are taken by students who pass through
the national competition for free education, gaining more points than their
competitors in the centralized admission examinations, regardless of their material
well-being. In this way, the system ensures that academically strong applicants are

able to pursue higher education without the financial burden of tuition fees.

BSU is a state university, and in addition to paid education, there are also seats which
are allocated under the state order. These places play an important role in expanding
access to higher education and supporting talented students across the country. They
are awarded to applicants who successfully pass the competitive admission process
for free education by achieving higher examination scores than other candidates,
irrespective of their socio-economic status or financial background. As a result, the
allocation of these state-funded places promotes merit-based access to education and
enables capable students to continue their academic development at the university

without financial constraints.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL

|

No Poverty
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The University is interested in the fact that every student who has been invested

effort and knowledge graduates from the University.
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Mostly, assistance to BSU students from low-income families is provided as

free education, and jointly with the student union, targeted material assistance after

the application is reviewed and considered.
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In accordance  with  the
Accommodation Policy, some
students at  Baku  State
University can count on a place
in the university dormitory,
which is located within walking
distance  from the main

buildings. When considering

applications, one of the main
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criteria for allocating places in a dormitory is the financial need of the student. It

should be noted that the cost of living in this hostel is lower than the regional

average, and it should also be noted that there are no provisions for travelling to the

university and back.

The university provides free legal and psychological support to all students and

teachers if they apply.
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The university is
interested in ensuring that
all students, regardless of
their financial situation,
receive higher education.
The university is doing
everything possible to
ensure that as many
students as possible are

sponsored by the state.
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Baku State University has adopted a multidimensional approach to tackling the root
causes of poverty through a variety of initiatives and partnerships. Several key
events organized by BSU exemplify the institution’s practical steps toward this

global goal.

ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT AT BSU IN 2025 IN THE
DIRECTION OF SDG 1

Members of BSU Student Trade Union visit the Women and
Children Shelter Rehabilitation and Reintegration Center

On the occasion of

June 1 — International Day

. for Protection of Children,

a visit was organized by
| |4 the Baku State University
(BSU) Student Trade
Union Committee (STUC)

to the “House of Love”

Women and Children’s

Shelter Rehabilitation and

Reintegration Center.

For more information please click
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BSU Ranks in the Top 600 in the Times Higher Education Impact
Rankings 2025
Baku State University (BSU) has been ranked among the top 600 universities
globally according to the 2025 “Impact Rankings” published by Times Higher
Education (THE), one of the world's most prestigious ranking agencies. The
university secured a position in the 401-600 range, marking a significant

improvement from last year’s 1001-1500 range.
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BSU's overall performance score increased by 35%, rising from 53.2 to 71.8
— a reflection of the university’s strategic reforms and initiatives in the field of
sustainable development.

BSU placed in the global top 100 universities for four SDGs: SDG 1 (No
Poverty), SDG 4 (Quality Education), SDG 5 (Gender Equality), and SDG 10
(Reduced Inequalities). Additionally, the university ranked in the 101-200 range for
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SDG 15 (Life on Land) and SDG 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions), and in
the 201-300 range for SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation),
SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth), and SDG 14 (Life Below Water).

For more information please click

“Excellence” scholarship established at BSU
Starting from the 2025/2026

academic  year, Baku  State Baki Dovlat Universitetinda
University (BSU) will award a ‘ ’ \ ‘
targeted scholarship named .’ - » A ‘
“Excellence” to students admitted \‘“B'ﬂncﬂﬂ("k’
to undergraduate programs with " taqa{jd u . ;
scores exceeding 550 who also ““ ’ "
achieve the highest results among Co
applicants in various fields.

These students will receive a
monthly stipend of 200 AZN until : ,l , ) S ) - i'-:-’ - |
the end of the academic year. k' o s o Bt i [ il 10, -

For more information please click
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Training on “Sustainable Future Through Insurance” held
at BSU

A training session titled “Sustainable Future Through Insurance” was held for
students at Baku State University (BSU), jointly organized by the BSU Career and
Alumni Center and the Labor Market and Social Protection Affairs National
Observatory under the Ministry of Labor and Social Protection of the Population.
The session was delivered by Emil Aghabaghirov, Social Insurance Trainer at
“Mega Insurance” OJSC.

During the training, Emil Aghabaghirov presented the concept of insurance,
its types, stages of historical development, operational principles, as well as the role
of insurance mechanisms in strengthening social protection. He also discussed the
advantages of voluntary insurance and the importance of public—private partnership

in this field.
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For more information please click

Awareness seminar on industrial property and patent registration at
BSU

An awareness seminar titled “Objects of Industrial Property and Their
Registration” was held at Baku State University (BSU) through the joint
organization of the University’s Center for the Organization of Scientific Activity
and Innovations, Intellectual Property Protection Department, and the Intellectual
Property Agency.

Professor Mais Suleymanov, Director of the Institute of Physics Problems
under BSU, spoke to participants about the importance of protecting intellectual

property and the role of industrial property in fostering an innovative environment.
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Anar Huseynov, Director of the Center for Patent and Trademark Expertise
under the Intellectual Property Agency, provided information on the purpose of the
seminar, the significance of protecting industrial property objects, and the role of
patenting within the innovation ecosystem.

During the continuation of the seminar, Sevinc Zeynalova, Head of the
Department for Invention and Utility Model Expertise; Sevinc Dunymalizade,
Leading Consultant of the Chemistry Division; and Firuza Bahrmova, Expert at the
Center for Patent and Trademark Expertise, provided extensive information on the
examination of intellectual property objects, international and regional patenting
procedures, preparation of application documents in the fields of chemistry and
medicine, as well as the functionality of the “PONAH” digital information system.

For more information please click

A scientific seminar will be held organized by BSU within the
framework of the Baku Climate Action Week

On September 30, the Baku Climate Action Week (BCAW)

(https://bakuclimateactionweek.org/) commenced. Running until October 4, the
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BCAW has been organized in collaboration with the London Climate Action Week

as a preparatory event for the 29th Session of the Conference of the Parties (COP-
29) to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, which will take place in
Baku this November. The event aims to create an important platform to engage the
public in climate change-related activities and mobilize global efforts in the fight
against climate change.

As part of the Baku Climate Action Week, a scientific conference on
"Accelerating Research and Collaboration for Climate Action" will be held on

2 0 2 October 4, 2024, at 10:00 AM at

the JW  Marriott  hotel,

4; 3 organized by Baku State
&g - University (BSU).

The main topics of the
conference will focus on the
scientific and practical aspects
of climate change. Discussions
will include the importance of empirical data, artificial intelligence, and advanced
analytical tools for making significant progress in climate action, the impact of
climate change on transboundary water resource management, new approaches and
international cooperation mechanisms in this regard, as well as the synergy of joint
initiatives at the international level and relevant global and regional cooperation
opportunities.

There will be extensive discussions around the main topics of the conference:
1. Role of Artificial Intelligence and Advanced Analytical Tools: The
conference will discuss the use of artificial intelligence technologies for

predicting climate change and combating it. The processing of empirical data

Baku State University
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and advanced analytical tools play a key role in more accurate and rapid
climate change forecasting and the effective implementation of climate
policies. Discussions will focus on the applications of artificial intelligence in
climate modeling, the analytical processing of large data sets, and ways to
make optimal decisions based on real-time data. This topic is also crucial for
accelerating climate action on a global scale.

2. Impact on Transboundary Water Resource Management: Climate change
significantly affects water resource management. It can alter the quantity and
quality of water resources, creating problems in interregional and
international water distribution. This conference will discuss new approaches
and cooperation mechanisms for managing transboundary water resources.
Regional cooperation is essential for addressing this issue, with a particular
focus on the global conservation of water resources and their equitable
distribution. Practical proposals will be presented for the fair and
environmentally sustainable management of shared water resources among
neighboring countries.

3. New International Cooperation Mechanisms and Synergistic Joint
Initiatives: International cooperation in combating climate change will be a
central theme. Since climate change is a global issue, it requires coordinated
actions between countries. The conference will explore how joint initiatives
can create more effective synergy, as well as ways to establish global and
regional cooperation -mechanisms in this direction. Specifically, the
implementation of agreements reached under the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change, more efficient realization of countries' Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs), and the advancement of common climate

goals at the global level will be key focus areas.
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This comprehensive program will open opportunities for experience, research,
and collaboration in the global fight against climate change and will be a significant
step in the preparation for COP-29.

To view the event program, you can use the following link: Baku Climate Action

Week Events Programme (pages 47-48).

For more information please click

Iglim Faaliyysti Haftosi
2024 ’

P
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Meeting with representatives of the Education Student Loan Fund
at BSU

Representatives
of the Education Student
Loan Fund (ESLF) held
a meeting with first-year
students at Baku State
University (BSU). Fund
representative  Fatime
Abdullayeva provided

detailed information

about the activities of
the ESLF and the procedures for granting education student loans. She emphasized
that this initiative aims to support students from socially vulnerable backgrounds and
encouraged them to take advantage of the opportunities created by the government.
She noted that the main mission of the ESLF is to ensure accessibility to education
for everyone, particularly for individuals from low-income groups, and to create

equal opportunities in education.
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For more information please click

Within the framework of COP29, an event titled '""Sustainable Development
Goals and Universities: International Cooperation Experience' has been held

Within the framework of COP29, an event titled "Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and Universities: International Cooperation Experience" was held in
the Green Zone, organized by Baku State University (BSU) and the "EcoSphere"

Social-Ecological Center.
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The moderator of the event,
Shabnam Safarova, the advisor to the
BSU rector on digitalization and
information technologies, stated that
the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), defined by the UN in 2015,
are a universal call to address global
challenges such as  poverty,
inequality, climate change, and

quality education.

In their speeches, Asiman

Ilyasov, the BSU rector's advisor on

quality assurance, Fariz Guliyev, the
head consultant of the International Projects Management Sector of the International
Cooperation Department of the State Agency for Science and Higher Education,
Latifa Nasibova, Acting Executive Director of the French-Azerbaijani University,
and Ganira Mammadzade, head of the Strategic Planning Department at the
Azerbaijan University of Architecture and Construction, highlighted that higher
education institutions serve as innovation and knowledge centers, acting as catalysts
for the SDGs. They emphasized that courses on sustainable development, climate
action, and global health equip students with the knowledge and skills to solve real-
world problems. They also pointed out that cross-border collaboration is essential to

achieving the SDGs.

In his speech, BSU Rector Elchin Babayev discussed the impact of the SDGs

on the overall activities of universities. He congratulated representatives of various

Baku State University
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universities on their achievements in international rankings and noted that these

successes are a result of the activities of higher education institutions in recent years

that have been aligned with the goals of sustainable development.

For more information please click

&)
&%) cop29
~@g‘@ o

A "Youth to Business Forum' has been held at Baku State
University (BSU)

A "Youh to Business Forum" dedicated to the Sustainable Development Goals
was held at Baku State University (BSU) with the collaboration of BSU and the
AIESEC Youth Organization, supported by the "BDU Volunteers" organization.

In his speech, Ramin Samadov, Head of the Department of Humanitarian
Issues and Youth Policy at BSU, expressed his joy that such an important event was
being held at the university. He emphasized that this initiative would contribute
significantly to the development of young people, broaden their worldview, and help

them form into successful professionals in the future.
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Following the opening remarks, speakers presented on various topics. Eldar

Cabrayilov shared insights on personal budget management and investment
strategies, while Asif Ibrahimov provided recommendations on the initial stages of
starting a business and making investments.

In the second half of the forum, speakers Alya Abbaszadeh and Shahmar
Hasanov shared their experiences with participants on the efficient management of
investments and practical ways to start a business. In a session presented by speaker
Aqil Zakharyev titled "The Agile Project," young people were introduced to new
opportunities for implementing startup ideas.

The forum continued with Elchin Babazadeh's presentation on "Stock Trading
and Investment in Financial Markets." The presentation taught young people how to
understand the mechanisms of financial markets and make sound investment
decisions.

A session led by AIESEC representative Aydan Mikayilova covered topics
such as gaining international experience, volunteering, and professional
development opportunities. In his presentation on "Financing Startups," Masud
Alisoy discussed various methods of financing startups and solutions to the

challenges faced in this area.
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Rated for Excellence

Baku State University

Through rigoreus and independent data collection and analysis of performance metrics as

set out in the Q5 Stars™ methodology Baku State University has been awarded 5 Stars.
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UNIVERSITY PROFILE

NAME : BAKU STATE UNIVERSITY
EST. : 1919

COUNTRY : AZERBAIJAN

1. VERIFIED DATA

@ Campus Sustainability Scores

Overall Performance Total Score

68.75 %

68.70%
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53.33%

-

Energy & Climate Change Transportation
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59.72% ] 86.81%
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Poverty eradication remains a central global challenge and a prerequisite for
sustainable development. As outlined in the United Nations’ 2030 Agenda, SDG 1:
No Poverty calls for ending poverty in all its forms everywhere, ensuring equal
access to resources, opportunities, and social protection. Although significant
progress has been achieved worldwide, poverty continues to hinder social inclusion,
economic growth, and human capital development, particularly in regions facing
structural inequalities, demographic shifts, and limited access to education and
innovation.

For higher education institutions, including Baku State University (BSU), the
relevance of SDG 1 extends beyond academic discourse; it involves contributing
actively to research, teaching, community engagement, and policy development
aimed at poverty reduction. Universities play a unique role as drivers of knowledge
creation and dissemination, preparing graduates to address complex social
challenges and shaping evidence-based solutions for inclusive development.

At BSU, the focus on SDG 1 aligns with its broader mission of fostering social
responsibility, advancing human capital, and supporting Azerbaijan’s national
development strategies. Through multidisciplinary research, partnerships with
government and international organizations, and outreach initiatives targeting
vulnerable communities, BSU contributes to identifying the elshan causes of poverty
and exploring innovative solutions. Furthermore, as part of its academic programs
and student projects, BSU seeks to equip future professionals with the competencies
necessary to design and implement sustainable poverty reduction strategies, thereby
reinforcing the university’s role in achieving SDG 1 both locally and globally.

All SDGs related articles please visit: Scopus — Baku State University

Baku State University
http://sdg.bsu.edu.az/
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1. Human Capital and Demographic Challenges in Azerbaijan
Authors: Teymurova V., Abdullayeva S., Dunyamaliyeva V., Bayramli Kh.
Focus: Utilisation of human capital in rural and urban Azerbaijan (2000-2024).
Methods: Demographic data analysis + expert interviews in HR management.
Findings:
o Shortage of skilled labour (30% rural, 35% urban).
« Ageing population (60+ will reach 15%).
« Risks for innovation, growth, and social protection.
Recommendation: Stronger collaboration between government, business,

and education to enhance human capital.

& Full text

2. Inequality and Well-Being across 71 Countries
Authors: Sanchez-Rodriguez, Gorski M.R., Joshanloo M., Tennessen M.,
+86 others
Focus: Link between economic inequality and well-being.
Methods: Cross-national analysis of perceived vs. objective inequality.
Findings:
« Perceived inequality predicts well-being more than objective inequality.
« Inequality widens the gap between current and ideal happiness, meaning,
harmony, and spirituality.
« National income moderates effects.
Recommendation: Apply culturally sensitive approaches in studying
inequality.

& Full text
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/19485506251345937?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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3. Foreign Investment and Economic Development in Post-Soviet States
Authors: Babayev F., Goncharenko I., Mazur H., Abdullaev U., Chernyaha
L.
Focus: Role of foreign investment in Ukraine, Azerbaijan, and Uzbekistan.
Methods: Economic and SWOT analysis.
Findings:
« Positive impact on GDP, jobs, and technological progress.
« Structural shift towards competitiveness and innovation.
« Risks of over-dependence on foreign capital.

Recommendation: Improve investment climate for sustainable growth.

& Full text

4. Crime Prevention Policies in Azerbaijan

Author: Aliyeva Z.
Focus: Best practices for preventing crimes against individuals in Azerbaijan.
Methods: Data analysis (World Bank, UNODC, WG@I, etc.), clustering via
DBSCAN and K-Means (50 countries).
Findings:

« Albania, Jordan, Mongolia, Romania, Serbia share closest socio-economic
crime determinants with Azerbaijan.
Recommendation: Use these countries’ experiences to design better crime

prevention policies.

& Full text

5. Global Child Mortality Trends (2000-2019)
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Authors: Paulson K.R., Kamath A.M., Alam T., Bienhoff K., Abady G.G.,
+734 others
Focus: Child and neonatal mortality worldwide.
Methods: Longitudinal data analysis.
Findings:

o Under-5 mortality fell from 9.65M — 5.05M.

« Neonatal deaths improving slower.

o 1/3 of countries (esp. sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia) off track for SDG 3.2.
Recommendation: Invest in perinatal care, vaccination, health systems,
equity.

@ Full text

6. Livestock-Wealth Inequality among Maasai (Kenya & Tanzania)
Authors: Nkedianye K., Ogutu J.O., Mohammed Y., Kifugo S., de Leeuw J.
+2
Focus: Livestock-wealth inequality in Maasai households.
Methods: Field research across 4 sites.
Findings:
« High livestock-wealth inequality, esp. Tarangire-Manyara.
o Male-headed households own more livestock.
« Cultivation extensive in some regions, but not directly linked to wealth
inequality.
« Climate change + land fragmentation threaten resilience.

& Full text

7. Legal Certainty in Social Allowances Law of Azerbaijan
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Author: Mommaodova N.
Focus: Article 9 of the Law on Social Allowances (timing of payments).
Findings:
« Ambiguity leads to misinterpretation, inconsistent court rulings.
« Veterans most affected.

Recommendation: Amend wording to ensure clarity and proper application.

& Full text

8. Space Science for Climate Adaptation & Development
Authors: Rustamov R.B., Salahova S.E.
Focus: Role of space technology (remote sensing & GIS) in climate adaptation and
sustainable development.
Findings:
o Provides high-resolution data for monitoring environmental change.
« Supports natural resource management in vulnerable rural areas.
Recommendation: Improve knowledge management, capacity-building, and

data integration.

& Full text

9. Gender Equity in Post-Socialist Education Reform
Authors: Magno C.S., Silova I.
Focus: Gender equity in education reforms of post-socialist countries.
Findings:
« Transition-era reforms overlooked gender equity.

o “Gender-neutral” policies often worsened inequalities.
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o Textbooks, curricula, teacher attitudes, school tracking influence outcomes.

Recommendation: Integrate gender-sensitive teaching and leadership

reforms.

& Full text

SDG contributions

M Goal 1: No poverty

Goal 2: Zero hunger

Goal 3: Good health and well-being

m Goal 4: Quality education
Goal 5: Gender equality

E Goal 6: Clean water and sanitation
Goal 7: Affordable and clean energy

Goal 8: Decent work and economic growth

ﬂ Goal 9: Industry, innovation and infrastructure

Baku State University
http://sdg.bsu.edu.az/
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Goal 10: Reduced inequalities

Goal 11: Sustainable cities and communities

40 documents

37 documents

Goal 12: Responsible consumption and productior 44 documents

Goal 13: Climate action

Goal 14: Life below water

Goal 15: Life on land

Goal 16: Peace, justice and strong institutions

Goal 17: Partnership for the goals

55 documents

50 documents

31 documents

36 documents

47 documents
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CONCLUSION

% Key findings from the information provided about Baku State University's
efforts to address the "No Poverty" Sustainable Development Goal (SDG 1)

include:

Approximately more than 75% of university students study for free, indicating a commitment to providing
education regardless of financial circumstances.

Socially vulnerable groups, such as disabled individuals, refugees, and families who have lost a
¥ | breadwinner, can access free education, ensuring a broader range of students can pursue higher

# BSU offers cost-effective dormitory accommodations, with a focus on financial need, reducing living
expenses for students

! The university offers free legal and psychological support to all students and teachers, ensuring a supportiv
learning environment

!
Collaborating with the Union of Independent Students, BSU provides financial assistance to students in dire need
/ J and supports education lending programs. Tuition fee deferments are also available in certain cases

’
4

‘ Some professors at the university are engaaed in policvmaking, contributing to efforts to combat poverty on a broader scale.
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